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The Earth was filled wuh Felence, Gen. 6, In, 
The Lord loveth the Righteoms, but the Wicked and hin that 
| loveth Violence his Soul hateth. Pſal. 11. 5. 
| As a roaring L1ox and a ranging Bear, ſo s a wicked Ruler - 
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- The Pri riace that want eth underſtanding 1 5 alſo A great Oppreſ- 
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A true ReLATt1ON of the Inhumane and 
Violent Qutrayes of divers Souldters , Conſtables, and 
others , practiſed upon many of the Lord's People, 
commonly ( though talfly ) called Anabaprifts, attheir 
ſeveral Mcetings, 1n and about London, &Cc. 


He ſundry and divers Abuſes that hath been off:red time 
after time,to the free-born People of Exgland, contrary 
to Magza Charta, and the Petition of Right, and all 
the known Laws of the Land, the Declara: 19» and Pro- 

clamation of the King that now is, we cannot ſuppoſe the Nation 
wholly 1gnorant of ; but how inhumanly they have been uſed, and 
with what violence Souldiers and others have proceeded in ſeveral 
| places where they have in the fear of the Lord been afſembled, 
their uſual manner being to come with Souldiers, which common- 
ly were molt of them rude Youths, or Mercinary men, of the ruder 
and viler ſort, and they with their Muskets, and ſome with their 
Swords drawn, to the affrightung of Women and Children, break- 
ing and ſpoyling of their Goods ; doing violence to their perſons, 
by pulling, halling, and beating ſome of them, thEwhich they 
may not undeiſtand : Now that all, both Magiſtrates and People 
may be rightly informed , the mouth of Falſhood and Scandal 
Rtoped, and ſuch Abuſes redrefled, we ſhall in parti@lar give a 
brief hint of ſome of them, as followeth, OT. 


In Je 166x, thefe came divers rude Souldiers, Wicked, ' 
Swearing, and Dzbauched perions,to the Meeting-houſe in Bricks, 
Lane near White-(, happel, and laid nands on ſeveral men, to the 

A 2 number 


(4) 
* number of more than tw2nty, who, 1na peaceable manner, de. 
manded of them their Warrant for their ſo doin} , but they would 
not ſhzw them any; waich, on2 FPillan Caſwel ſe2ing, he ſaid 
( or to this purpoſe ) That if they had a Warrant he would obey it, 
but if they had none, they ſhould carry him, for he would not go : 
Wich that they b2at him withggheir Hangers about the Head, and 
pulled him along hy force , and fom2rime taking him up betw2en 
thre2 or four of them, and th2n-leting him fall with violence into 
the Dirt, pulling by great force his Stomack and Breaſt againlt the 
Railes, inſomuch that with blowes, and falls, he'ts deprived of 
health to this day : And when ( becauſe the King in his Proclama- 
tioa, bearing date January 17, 1660, declared, That if any 
fhould be ſo hardy,as to ſeize the Perſons of any without Warrant, &c, 
that then they ſhould be left open to the Law ta be proceeded againſt, and 
recere according to their Demerit : ) there was ſeveral of the 
Acois of this Tragedy arreſted, and Sute, being according to 
Law, commenced again(t them, and the perſons abuled, imMending 
togo on; they were ſuddenly ſurpriſed, and prevented by John 
Robinſon, who granted a Warrant, to ſeize the Body of Thomas 
Hull and the above ſaid William ( aſwel ; the ſaid Thomas Hull he- 
3? ms taken in the (treet, by virtue of che aforeiaid Warrant, and. 
| carried before John Robinſon, who ina fury demanded, how he 
durſt arreſt his Soutdiers ? and would not take baile, but ſent him 
to Newgate, and one With him, wWao only came along with his 
Friend, the ſaid Thomas Hull, and defired to baile him : Where 
they both lay about ten or twelve dayes defore they could be bail- 
ed, and were held bound from Sefſions to Scfhions, for a long 
time after, before they could be diſcharged ; So little was the 
Kings Proclamation regarded by John Robinſon. 

Secondly, *on the 20th. of Oftober, 1 6 6 1, there came a parcet 
ef the aforeſaid rude Souldiers to the Meeting at Brick- Laxe, and 
took away one thatwas then Preaching : Some there defired them 
to ſhew chKAr Warrant for their ſo doing ; one Lieucennant Wilton 
| ſh&wed his Commiſſion as he was an Officer, which being read, 
| he ſaid, that was ſufficient ; one aniwering, ſaid, that was not 
ſuficient, he ought to have a particular Warrant, wich the name 
of the Perſon ſeized, expreſled in it ; and under the Hand and 
Seal of ſome one Juſtice or more ; one Enſigne Spike, anſwered, 
If that were net ſufficient, it Was ſufficient Sir John Robinſon, as 


he catled him, bad them by word of mouth do what they did ; to 
which was anſwered, That a verbal Order from him or any other 
Juſtice elſe, was not according to Law in ſuch a Caſe ; neithgr did 
the Law intitle them to bz Executioners of it; butif theyhad a 
arrant, as they had none, it ought to bz dire&ed to ſome Peace- 
Officer, -and not to tazm : yer notwithſtanding they carried him 
away to the Tower, before Fohn Rybinſon, who ſent him toNew- 
gate, pretending and inſerting great matters in his Mittin ; 
where he lay thirty Weeks without any thing laid to his Charge, 
and then they releaſed him. | 
Thirdly, on the third day of November 1 66 1, they came a- 
gain in the like manner to the aforelaid place, in as rude a man- 
n2r as before, and with as liccle a ſhew or face of Law , they 
ſeized him that was preaching { as'* one was at that time ) and 
when they had caken him down, they took away three "more, two 
of which were ſicting at the Table , whom they carried before 
John Robinſon, who committed them all ro New- Priſon, inſerting 
in their A:ttimes, things of an high nature ; as their ipeaking of 
treaſonable Words, and the like, who, when ſom2 queltioned 
\the Legailliry of their ſeizure , hz, Fohx Robinſon, replyed, wich 
ſome Indignation, That he (ent them to do what they did; as if his 
Verbal Command wzre ſufficient to juſtifie their illegal Proceed- 
ings. And at Seſſions following, there was one of them removed 
in time of Seſſions, only by John Robinſons Warrant from New- 
Priſon to New-gate ; in Ge & as he ſaid to-his Tryal , which he 
could never attain to have,nor any thing laid to his charge, though 
he often called for it in the face of the Court; but had no notice 
taken of him, nor never returned in the Callender ; yet was he 
ept in Newgate twelve weeks unjuſtly ; till he was fetched out by 
a Perſon in authority, He ſuftered 1n all near 18 Weeks Impri- 
ſonment ; and the reft of .his Fellows ſuffered 28 Weeks Impti- 
ſonment, and then were releaſed, nothing being laid to their 
Charge. 
Fourthly, the 25 of May, 166 2, ata Meeting in Shacksbres- 
- Walk, near Wapping Wall, where ſome People were peaceably mer, 
there came Souldiers in a hoſtile manner with Swords and Muf- 
\ketrs, pulling and halling ſome of them, and the Man that was 
Preaching they pulled violently down from the place where he 
ſtood, though it was his own hired Houſe ; and ſuch was their 
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rage notwithſtanding he was their Priſoner, becauſe he continued 
ſpeaking, they cryed ſhoot him, befpre he had any Tryal or was 
found worthy or not worthy of Death ; and ſuch was their vio- 
lence, that a Child belonging unto the Family, about a Year agd 
a quarter old, was ſo affrighted and awakened out of its ſleep, ag . 
it lay inthe Cradle, with which frigat it fell ſick and never re- 
covered irs fickneſs, dutdied three dayes after ; and whether they 
| were the Cauſe of i:s Death or no, is left to the Lord to determine 
at the laſt day, They carned wo of th2 ſaid Meeting before 
John Robinſon , who committed them to Newgate, Were they 
{till remain , nothin? b-1ing laid to their Charge, 

Fifthly, On the ſame 25th. diy of May, the Souldiers came 
to Beech-Lane, to a Meeting there, with their Swords drawn, 
pulling and halling of them violen:ly, and two of them they Car- 
ried in the morning to Newgate, waere they Were kept, and never 
had. before any Magiſtrate uo be heard, nol accuſed by any till 
the Quarter-Sethions , which was a Month or five Weeks af- 
ter. 

S;xthly, On the firſt day of June, 1662, they came to the 
aforeſaid Beech- Lane, with their SWords drawn as before , the 
Enſigne came in with his Sword drawn, holding of it over the head 
of him that was Preaching, pulling them violently down the 
Stairs, carrying them to Pax/s Yard, and from ihence to R;chard 
Brown, who committed them to Newgate. 

Seventhly, On the ſame firſt day ot June, 1662, the Souldiers 
came to Brick Lane aforeſaid,in like violent manner, with Swords. 
and Muskets, and forced him that was ſpeaking, down, with great 
outrage, and catried ten of the men before Johx Robinſon, Who af- 
rer his wonted manner committed them to New- Priſon ; this was 
in the Morning, and in the Afternoon they came again With far 
oreater violence, broke the Pulpit all to pieces, they left not a 
whole piece of Wood, and carried eight more to the Tower before 
Fohn Robinſon, who committed them to New-Priſon alſo : But not - 
to omit an Act worthy the obſerving , John Robinſon as he came 
( near night)by the Watch-houſe at Brick- Laze End,where the va- 

liant Souldiers were keeping Guare, they told him what they 
had done, how they had broken the Pulpit : He ( John Ro--' 
binſos ) anſwered, It was well done; and gave the Souldiers a 
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C74 
piece of Gold as a Reward for thzir good Service. 
E:ghthly, On the eighth of Je, 1662, the Souldiers came again 
to Brickh-Lane, Exerciling their wonted Violence and Tumultu- | 
ous behaviour; they carried away ſeven men before John Robig- 
ſon, who commitred them to New-Priſox, where they yet remain. 
On the ſame eighth day of J#»e, the Souldiers came to the Meet- 
ing in Beech-Lane, manifeſting their fury and rage;they took away 
onely him that was Preaching, and carryed him before Richard 
Brows; when the man was before him, amongſt the reſt of his learn- 
ed diſcourſe, he told him,he ſhould reach him a new Trade (mean- 
| Jing, as we ſuppoſe, that he would ſend him to Bridewel) and have 
* Yithe skin fcom his Back : He commicted him to Newpare. 
Niuthly, On the fifteenth of June, 1662, the Souldiers came 
again to Brick: Lane, in ſuch manner as they were wont, they took 
ix men and carried them to John Robinſon, who committed them 
o Newgate. And on the ſame day they came to th2 Meeting at 
Beech- Lane, and violently ſet upon them with drawn Swords, pul- 
ing of them out of their Meeting place with great rage ; The place 
hey ſtood to Preach in, they brake it down with ſuch fury, that they 
Þroke thei: Muskets : They ſtruck ſeveral perſons to their detri- 
ent in point of health. After which,.they took two men more, 
arried them to Pauls Yard, and from thence 10 Newgate, where 
hey were kept while Seſſions, not being at all committed or had 
efore any Magiſtrate, and at Seſſions returned to Newgate, no- 
hing being laid to their Charge ; where they ſtill remain, 

Oa the ſame fifteenth of J#xe, 1662, the Souldiers came with 
Treat fury and rage, With their Swords drawn, to the Meeting at 
ety-France, Where they very inhumanely Wounded a Boy almoſt 
d death ; it was doubtful whethzr he would recover it : They 
ok away him that Preached, and cartied him to Newgate, and 
- Fever had him before any Magiſtrate, where he remained til Seſ- 
ons, and from thence was returned to Newgate again, wheie he 
et remains, 
Texthly, On the 29th.of June,Souldiers came to Petty-Fraxce,full 

Rage and Violence, with their Swords drawn ; they wounded 
me, and ſtruck others, broke down the Gallery, and made much 
vile : This was in the Morning. In the Afternoon the Souldierg 
Kine toBaick-Lare praftifing their wonted Cruelty, by pulhng; 
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John Robinſon , who _ them to New-Pr:i[on, 
Eleventhly, On the 6th. of the Month called Fwy, the Souldie 
came like Beaſts of prey to Brick: Lane, where they ſhut the Dot 
pf and kept in all that were there, and with great violence the 
| brake the Forms before their faces, they left not one Form whol: 
taking the Leggs and hurling them again{t the Glaſs Window: 
pulling and halling many, not regirding Sex, Childhood, ne 
Old Age ; they took ſix men, had them before Fohn Robinſon, wh 
committed them to New-Bridewell : In the morning following 
they were by the Keepers of Br:dewell called to beat Hemp, Whic 
they refuſing to Co, were put into New-Priſon to the reſt of the! 

fellow Sufterers, where they (till are. 
| Twelfthly, On the 27th. of the ſame Month, the Souldiers cam 
to Brick; Lane aforeſaid, with a multitude of rude people, as Burct 
ers out of Whue-Chappel, Bailifts-followers, Boys, and ſuch Iik 
unruly and debauched fellows, with a Conſtable, like .themſelve 
who ( as we heard ) tola Fohn Robinſon, That he could not ove! 
come them, nor break the Meeting at Brick- Lane, John Robinſo 
anſwered ( as was ſaid ) That then he ſhould let 113 the multitude uf 
on them, and let them tear their Clothes from their backs ; or Wore 
to that purpoſe; which may. very well be judged to be true, for th 
aboveſatd ungodly wretches, Souldiers, and Conſtables, after the 
had beat, pulled and halled them, in a very inhumane manne1 
themſelves let the great gates wide open ; The Conſtable, name 
Bartlet, a Cook, and Brow the Marſhal, a wicked lewd fellow 
calling the rude multitude in, marched down before them, ſayin 
| to them, Do your Work boyes, which they did, for they beat the Wa 
7. men andMaids, broke the Forms, the Glaſs Windows, & the Door 
making ſuch ſpoil and havock as was ſeldom hard of;iparing none 
no not Women big with Child ; This Brows the Marſhal bein 
asked, Why he beat the Women? he ſaid; Who ſaw me ? who wi 
ſwear it ? And with thoſe words fell more violently upon the We 
men, ſome whereof were with Child, ftrixing of them with h 
fiſts ſuch blows that made them reel. .Again a Maid had her Bit 
inatched away, ſhe labouring to get ir again, was ſtruck over tl 
Eye, that it was black a long time afrer. Then the Souldiers tc 
fix men and a Woman, and carried them to John Robinſon, Wi 
notwithſtanding committed them all to New-Priſon. «4.3 
Many other Cruel and inhumane aRions, they have committ 
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atother times, and in other $2 which is hear omitted, which 
"no doubt but the Lord hath taken notice of ; and will One day re- 
compence 1t upon the heads of them that were the Attors in it : 
Now that theſ2 things are contrary to Law, I think that we: need 
not ſpend Time and walt Paper to prove the Law alowing -n» ſuch 
Violence, but on the contrary, forbids and puniſheth it ; but we 
are Content to wait until the Lord ſhall ariſe to pleac{ our 
Cauſe, 
Thirteenthly, On the third day of the Month called Azyuſt , 
x 66.2. when the Priſoners in Ngwpate, called Baptifts, weite in 
their Chamber ſeeking the Lord, and ſpeaking to one ano ther, 
that they migat,as their Duty 1s, provoke one another to Love and good 
Forks, Heb. 10, about four of the Clock in the.afternoon , the 
Thieves, as Hoaſe-Breakhers, Pick- Pockets, Highway-Men, c ame 
with violence into our Room, one took up a Bible from the T.tble 
and threw it down to the ground, asking, what we did thexe ? 
ſtruck one in the Face with his Fiſt, and he with the reſt fell up- 
on us,dreiv their Knifes, and indeavoured to Stab ſome of us ; but 
the Lord was pleaſed to deliver us from their Cruelty, for we took 
courage to detend our ſelves, and eſcaped their Bloody hands ; and 
on the ſame day, the like Violence, as we were informed, was 
offered to thoſe Brethren in the White-Lyonr, Southwark, by the 
Fellons there ; and on the firſt of Fuze, (o called, 62. which was 
upon the firſt day of the Week, after we Were brought to Piſon, 
ſome of the Keepers d1d come up tous, and charge us that we 
{ould not Pray,nor Preach,for if we did, they had order to piat ns 
into the Hole, and that they muſt doit: And though that wa s not 
executed”, yet. the Fellons did come violently upon, us 113 our 
Room, - and did beat ſome of us, and threaten us all, ſaying,they 
would now order us well enough, for they had Commiſſion Jo to 


do, 


Will not the Stones in the ſtreet cry out ( if we ſhould hold our 
againſt theſe Wicked, Filthy, and Ungodly Proceedings 
of theſe Wicked men ? and is it not the more co be lamented, thac 
ſuch things ſhould be practiſed in a Nation, Who profeſle them- 


| ſelves to be Chriſtians, and the only true Church ſeparated from 


Reme ? and yet they follow Romes ſteps in Perſecuting:the.Righte- 


ous, and all them of different Perſwaſions fromthem and. that 
"they doinfuch away and manner by-Violence, Cruelty, Spoile, 
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and Blood. thed, that Rome it ſelf can hardly exceed them; and 
the very Heathen would be aſhamed of them, their own Laws 
' they make no Rule, they ſpare not to violate them, though they 
cry up Obedience to- the King, and call ſach Rebels as dare not 
violate their Conſciences by obeying the King to diſobey God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, King of Kings, and of Nations, the only Law. 
over; yet they themſelves regard not tae Kings Co:mmancs, they 
put in Execution their own Wills, no man { in Power ) controul- 
- 1ns them, as if every Wicked man, ana propnhane Blaſphemous 
Peyſon, were left to do in Perſecuting of the Godly, whatioever 
- ſeemgth good in his own eyes; and as though chere were no King 
in Ezgland , asif the Lord's People were aypointed to be mur- 
dered and {laughtred by th:m, their Houies nfted, and yet theſe 
ſay they are Chniltians ; their Miniſters tell them io, and incou- 
rage them in their wicked Wayes, their filthy prophane and lewd 
doings, and tell them that others be Here:1cks, Schiſmaticks, Sepe- 
- rates, Phanaticks, and What got ? and ſoſet on th? Wicked like a 
company of greedy Dogs upon harmiels Sheep, who run upon them 
wich open Mouth, as if they woul4 devour all at, once, and make 
a full end quickly. 

Oh horrible ! can theſe men be the Miniſters of Chriſt ? and ſuch 
the Members of Chriſt, that uſe ſuch violence to their Neighbours 
that the Law of God nor of Nations will not in the leaſt juſtifie 
themin, 1s it not 4 certain token of Perditiontothem? Phil, 1, 28, 
may they not 1n thetr Actions read themſelves Sons of Perdition, 
the hated of God? For the Lord tryeth the Righteous, but the Wick- 
ed and him that loveth Violence bu S$o:1 hateth, Pial 11,5, and yet 
they ſay, they are the true Church, their Miniſters ſay ſo, and 
therefore all muſt be conformable to them and their wayes, or elſe 
Perſecute them, Baniſh them, Hang them, they are not worthy 
to live, they cannot uſe them bad enough. But it there were but 
one Gamaliel amongſt them, he would ſay, Refrain from theſe wen, 
and let them alone ; for if this Counſel, or this Work be of men, it will 
come to nought, but if it be of God, you cannot overthrow it , leaſt hap- 
ly ye be found even to fight againſt God, Acts 5, 38, 39. orwere 
there any as rational as the Heathen, they would not violate their 
own Lawes, for they mightily ſtood upon 1t, and were very exa&t 
and careful to maintain them, and all choſe Priviledges that did 
acrew to any by them ; for when they bound Paul, and wouldf 
havs 
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have ſcourged him, Pan! ſaid, /s it lawful for you te 
man, and uncondemned ? When the Cemurioz heard that, he went 
and told th chief Captain, ſaying, Take heed what thou deft, for 
this man is a Roman, &c. then firaight-way they departed from hins 
that ſhould have examined him ( or as the Margent reads it, tortu - 
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red him) and the chief Captain was afraid after he knew that he was & 


Roman, ad becauſe he had bound him, Acts 22, 25, 26, & 27, 
verſ, They were fo juſt in their Proceedings, though Heathens, 
thar they would puniſh Injultice in any, therefore the chief Cap- 
tain Was afraid, knowing What was done to Paxl, was done con- 
trary to Law ; but here in a Chriſtian Nation, as they ſay they 
are, \v2 are b2aten, wounded, pulled and nalled, our Goods ſpoil- 
ed and broken, and we {ree-born Exg/ſh men and uncondemned, 
an1 no notice taken of 1c ; the chief Captains, Johx Robinſon, and 
Richar.l Browa are not afraid, bar rather countenance than reprove 
the Violence that 1s offered at this day ; and is it notmuch tobe 
lamented, that ſuch wicked and ungodly AfﬀemHlies, as Stape- 
Plaies, Popit-Plaies, Bear-Baittags, Prizes, going adout the ſtreets 
With 'Diums, their Swords drawvn, drawing many lewd Perſons 
afrer them-to th21r ungodly Sports and prophane Paltimes, Afor- 
r. ſ[lancing, fetiing up May-Pales, and meeting to Dance about 
them, daacing for Garlands in many Sireets, Revellin gs Whit ſor- 
Ales, and the like, by which Youth is nourithed and hardened 
in Vice and Vanity, many times to the utter ruin doth of Body 
and Soul ; by the means of which wicked propuane Meetings,and 
Aſſemblings, Blaſphemy, Swearmg, Curſiag, Quarrellaug, Deunken- 


eſs, Adultery, Contempt: of God , his word and truz Worſhip, is 


elhered in ; Many Families unpovithered, and Wifes and Cail- 
dren fit at home wich hungry Belizes ; and chat Waich may not be 
forgotten, the Curſes and Judgements of God hangs over this 
poor Nation, and are threained againſt it for theſe their ungodly 
deeds, and all this is ſuffered, none making any attempt. to ſup- 


preſs them; but in ſuch Meetings appointed for the Service and 
| Worſhip of God, where his Word 1s purely taught, his Ordinances 


adminiſtred righcly according to ihe Primitive Inftitution, and 
his People in th2 name and fear of Chritt aſſembled, Whom they 
can charge with nothing but inthe matters of God, they are in- 
continently taken and abuſed, thrown into Priſon, tha kept 


amongſt common Fellons, who are deſperately bent to harm mn 
B 2 \ did 
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'Gid not the Lord protect and keep his poor People, as though Gad: 


were like unto them, to delight more in Maygames and Stage- 
Playes, &c. than in the ſolemn Aſſemblies of his People : On7 
England, England, What wilt thou do when the Lord enters into 
2 controverhe with thee, thou City of London, to waom God hath 
ſhewed ſo many Mercies, to whom God hath given ſuch Means, 
and ſuch plenty of the Means of Grace ; what Nation hath had: 
ſuch Means as Ezglard 2 And what City hath God ſhowered down. 
fuch Flouds of Mercy and Grace upon, as he hath upon Loxdoz, 
and yet how hath England and London requited the Lord ? what 
have been the fruit ot that rich mercy of the Goſpel, that thou 
halt had 2 will God accept of YVivlence, T umslts, Blood-ſhed, Swear- 
img, ( urſing, as Damum, Sink'um, and many ſuch Execrations, 
fearful belching forth of Blaſphemres, provoking him to his very 
face,by daring him to deſtroy them, and confound them ; thinkeſt 
thou oh Ergl/and, that God accepts of Bear-baitings, T avern-hunt- 
:ngs, drinking Healths, while they wallow in the filth and mire of 
their uncleanneſs ; no no, thele things are an abomination to the 
_ and holy God, and theſe things will haſten his Wrath, and 
bring down his Fury uporr thee, if thou repent not, and break 
off theſe crying Sins by-Righteoulineſs, 

Bur to return, What thall we ſay,can this bz a Chriſtian Nation ? 
can any man thatath his eyes in his head, ſee any Chriſtianity, 
or any likeneſs of Chriſt amongſt them? didhe ever give them 
any {uch example, as to. perſecute any for Conſcience ?. hath not 
he left this charge with his Miniſters, by the Apoſtle Pazl, ſaying, 
The Servant of God muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to all men, apt 10 
reach, Patrent, in Meekm(s inſtrutting thoſe that oppeſe themſetver if 
God peradventure wilygrve them Repentance , tothe acknowledgement 
of the Truth, 2 Tim.2:24, 25, and again he muſt be one that holds 
faſt rhe faubful Word, as he bath been taught, that he may be able by 
ſound Dobirine,. both to exhort and convince the Gain- Sayers, Titus 1. 
9. Timnfyand Tuxs,to whom this Word was writ, were Biſhops, 
and we have ſome men that ſay they are Biſhops now, but were they 
fuch as Chriſt would own to be ſuch, then would they be gentle, 
and not ftrive, yea they would be gentle to all men, although 
they were Hereticks, ( as they ſay we are ) and though it ſhould 
be granted, we opfdſe our ſelves againſt the truth, yet is it their 


- daty in meeknels to z»ſtrwit xs, and not to ruinate us; andif they 


ſay 


ſay weare Gan-ſapers, th 
vince m4, and not by ſuch 


o 


Preſelyte 1, for that is not the Way of God but of the-Devil, Kevz .. 


2, 10, apd therefore had they the Truth as they have not, c Cy 
would be willing to take the courle th®Apoſile direR$to. - + 1 
Were they Biſhops as they ſay they: are, but axe: not , they 

would be willing to come forth by 1ound Doctrine, and Scripture» 
authority, to convince us that"they are Biſhops, and that Chriſt the * 
Head of the Chutrch, hath calledpchoſeng and appoinredthem to * 
be Lord-Biſhops, Archbithops, or Bifhops, and that their, wayes 
of Worthip are agreeable to the mind of- Chiiit containedin the 
Scriptures : Their ſprinkling Babes, their Common-prayer, their 
Holy Garments (as they ſay they are ) as Layn-ſleeves, Tippets, 
Caps, Surplices, with many more Veliments ; Their Organs, and 
other Wind-Mufick which they uſe, with Singin%-Men and Boyes, 
and many more ſuch like things:;; then- ſhall w#ſubmit to it, and - + 
acknowledge we have been miſtaken and'mifed : But if they will 
uſe no other Arguments than ſuch doyvn right Blowes as we now * 
have, they will never convince us that they are-the Miniſters of 
Chritt, or their wayes the good Old Wiy we- ſhould walk - © 
in: For was it ever knewn that Peter and Paw Cudgeled people 


1:t0 the way of the Goſpel? Can ic be imagined that they Convin- * * 


ced and Converted any by impriſoning them,or any ſuch like wa? 
Nay on the contrary, they themſelves were Perfecuted, kmpriſon- 
ed, Scourged,and commanded not to Preach any more in the name 
of Jeſus ; Yet would they not forbear, becauſe gas better to 0- »* 
bey God rather than man. And truly though it may nat | aniver-:2 
ſally true, that every one that 1s perſecuted ig, therefore a $00d. 
Chriſtian, yet this 1s molt certain and univerſally true, that they* 
that do per{ecute any for Conſcience or Religion ,. arg at the:belt* 
but bad Chriltians ; for thoſe that are in the tru Faich atidÞcar of ; 
the moſt High, that worſhip the Lord in Split and in Truth, are by. 
Jeſus Chriſt (aid to be his ſheep ; now we know that theep are of 


{uch a nature that they will not deftroy, no nor harm others, but are. . - 


as Chiilt ſaith, ſent forth amongſt Wolves, Which are of a quite con- 
- trary nature, Beaſts of prey, and very ravenous : Such differences 
there are between the Perſecuted, and the: Perſecutors, the; rue 
Church and the falſe : For the people-of' the Lord were grievoul- 
ty perſecuted in molt Ages, 1t Was given to them,to ſuffea/for' 
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Chrifts ſake : And they that Ye live godly in Chriſt Teſus, ſuffered: 
Perſecution, as ſaith the Scriptures. Buc we never heard of any of 
them, to wit the true Churches of Chriſt, or his true and faith- 
ful Miniſters, that did everPerſecute any for Conſcience, or took 
that courſe ro convince Gain-ſayers ; but they laboured njvhr and 
day in the Word, approving themſelves by ſound Doctrine to every 
man's Conſcience, that ſo they might be profitable to the Souls of 
Men, and finiſh the Miniſtry that they had received of the Lord; 
they counted not their Lives dear unto them , but expoſed them- 
ſelv2s to Hunger, Nakedneſs, and to an innumerable company of 
Sufferings, and never were Lords and Rulers of Nations, neither 
were they called of men Rabby. | 
The truth is, except our Conſciences bz Convinced by the Scri- 
pture and ſound Reaſon, that we are in the Wrong, and the 
Bithops, ſo calledYin the Right, .1t 18 not beating and nalling of 
us to Priſon, and ſpoiling of our Goods, nor greater matters than 
all chat will do it: For though it m1y bz thougnt by ſome rebellion, 
and by ſome others imprudence to keep up ovr Meetings when we 
are forbid, yet ſuch is our reſpect to.the Law of God,and Chiilt our 
Lord who died for us, that.we cannot but obey him rather then 
men : and indeed do eſteem our Meetings, and the Ordinances, of 
God more dear to us, than our Eſtates, Relations, nay than our 
very Lives, what ever may be thought of us, or how ever we may 
be preſented by any ; Neither do we doubt but that the Lord who 1s 
our Light and Salvation, and th : ſtrength of our Life, will enable 
us to endure the Croſs, and diſpi:e the Shame, what ever it be that 
may he inflicted on us ; for this we know, that the Captain of our 
Salvation, Feſus, to whom we look, went before us in ſuffering, 
and if they perſecuted the green tree, much mor will they perſe- 
cute the dry, andif they called the Maſter of the houſe Bee/zebub, 
how much more ſhall they call !hem of his houthold, Mar. 10.25, 
And if they ſaid of him, | Chiilt | He hath a Devil, and is mad, 
why hear ye him? much more will they ſay of his followers, they 
are Phanaticks, What our Lord went before us in, he in his rich -: 
and free Love hath made «s willing fot to follow after, and doubt 
not but he will give us more ftrengih, and make us yet more wil- 
ling to ſuffer for his ſake, What, Tribulationg, ſoever we may meet 
with, having. a good Conſcience, ( and that is tous/a continual 
feaſt) void of offences towards God and towards them : knowing 
wa. JJ" they 


1, 7 (15 ) ; 
- © they cannot juſtly accuſe us of any thing that we have 
” out it be that we. are taithful and conltant to what we know of 
Chriſt, and will not ſubmit to any thing that is of humane Inven- 
tion, and contrary to the Light of our Conſciences; and in this 
we can rejoyce, and be exceeding glad, becauſe preat is our reward 
in Heavin, it being a choice fayour from the Lord, who accounteth 
us worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name;and though we may ſuffer 
more than yet we have done, yet this we know, that God will at 
length ariſe and plead our Cauſe, and judge between Us and our 
Perſecutors. Then let iuch take heed, the Lord will one day a- 
venge his Elect, that cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them ; I tell you, ſaith Chriſt, he will avenge them 
ſpeedily, Luke 18. 7, 8. For the day of vengeance ts 1n his heart, 
and the Year of his Redeemed will come, and though there be none to 
help, nor none to uphold, yet his own Arm (hall bring Salvation, Iſa. 3. 
4, 5. Let the Lords people therefore Labour ro be found in a pa- 
tient Waiting for the coming of Chriſt, He that ſhall come will come 
and will not tarry; and then he will give a reward to every one ac- 
cording to their works, with Whom there 1s no reſpec of Perſons 
in judgement ; whoſe 1s the Kingdom, the Power, and ihe @fory, 
now and for ever, Amen. .. 
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V E would ns: be underſlood by any, that we ſend out this Cry 
MW Y becauſe we are wearied with what we have ſaſfered,or afraid 
of what we may further ſuſfer ; but that we might ſhew to the World 
that our Sufferings are altogether contrary to Law and Humanity it ſelf: 
Por did they no mire than were Law, we ſhould be ſilent, and willing 
with much rejojcing to endure and ſuffer .1t in that bleſſed Canſe uf the 

oſpel, which we are not aſhamed ofs, * nor of the Teſtimony of the Lord 
70 ,for whom we are willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things, eſteeming 
it a very choice Mercy that the Lord age of ſuch poor poor: 


and HAWw6Y thy Creatures 4s we are, fo. bear a fe 19401) for him, agan 
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